DEEP ROOTED PATRIOTISM                     5
the first authentic account of the deed, the facts of which he had
recorded at his headquarters at Maichiachai, immediately after the
soul stirring incident The Captain s account follows
The Kurume contingent received orders to storm and capture
Mi^ohungchen at 5 30 am, February 22 Being in command of
the pioneer corps, I ordered preparations to be made on the previ
ous day for opening lanes in the wire entanglements to enable the
infantry to advance to the Chinese trenches
Bombs were improvi ed out of bamboo The cylinders of bam
boo, four inches in diameter and 12 feet long, were filled with ex
plosives and fitted with fuses Two squads of volunteers were
organized and these were to destroy the barbed wire
The first of the group of sappers succeeded in cutting a path
30 feet wide through the barbed wire entanglements This was
on the left wing
The centre squad were not quite successful In the dawning
hours, they maJe the r last preparations and crawled from the
trenches toward the enemy The wire defenses were backed by a
moat, several yards in width, and behind it were the Chinese
trenches, on which were well prepared ramparts and pillboxes
Snipers were ready there to pick off the Japanese and machine guns
kept up an incessant fire
Three attempts to blow up the barbed wire proved futile Men
carrying the makeshift bamboo cylinders were either killed or
wounded before they could arrive at their objective They had no
time to light the fuse after getting the bomb in position They
were quickly picked off by the Chinese
As the final desperate attempt, the three lads, Eshita, Kitagawa,
and Sakuye volunteered to carry the cylinders to the barbed wire
with the fuse lighted, so that even though they might be wounded
or killed, the destruction of the barrier would be accomplished
Time was running short The zero hour of the infantry ad-
vance was fast approaching The honour of the army and of the